Who really lets the dogs out?

Pets are a growing part of American culture - the number of households with pets has increased 6% over the last nine years, and the pet industry reached nearly $100 billion in annual sales last year.
This phenomenon has led to shelters across the country showing higher adoption rates as Americans continue fulfilling their needs for more furry friends, especially as the pandemic pushed people
to adopt a animal to spend time with during quarantine periods. Some states adopt a little more enthusiastically than others, and state population doesn't seem to be a factor. By comparing the total
number of recorded adoptions to each state’s population, a ranking can be established that shows which states adopted most heavily over 2020. With well over half the states showing rates of over
500 adoptions per capita, it looks like the "adopt, don't shop” mindset is here to stay.
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With 80,405 residents and 1,946
- ' adoptions from the local shelter during Indiana
2020, Bloomington outpaced the University

statewide average with a rate of 2,420
adoptions per 100,000 citizens*.
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*Though Bloomington does not hold 100,000
SOURCES: Statista, www.shelteranimalscount.org, residents, the calculations remained the same

data.bloomington.in.gov, suburbanstats.org to keep the data proportionate. Mistee Saylor // J464



